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PLANNING
Theory and Design for a Changing World

DETAILS

Lecture Schedule:
MWF, 12-12:50pm
Lecture Location:
Science, Rm 2018
Professor: Dr. Nicholas Lynch,
Science Rm 2022; email: D2L
Office Hrs: every Wed 1-3pm
TA: Rebecca LeDrew, email:
r.ledrew@,mun.ca

Course Description
This course offers an introduction to the study of urban,
community and regional planning and their various
development theories, techniques and approaches. We
explore a range of issues in contemporary planning,
including: urban/regional sustainability; health and
accessibility; land use changes; and, planning for small- and
medium-sized cities. While much of our focus will be on
Canadian experiences, we will also explore planning
approaches from around the world.

Key Course Skills
Critical Reading and Writing; Qualitative Methods; Poster
Design; Project Presentation and Dissemination;
Information Seeking
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Course Evaluation
at-a-Glance
Case Study Exercises and Tests: (50% of total)
Case Study Exercises (x8)
15%
Test: Theory
15%
Test: Practice
20%
Case Study Project: (50% of total)
Proposal
Case Study Charrette
Case Study Report
Case Study Studio x5

5%
15%
20%
10%

Case Study Studio
We will meet for Case
Study Studio 5 times in
the semester. This time
is spent thinking and
learning about key
methodologies and
communication
strategies in urban
planning. See more
details below.

Course Readings
All readings in this course are based on assorted
academic journal articles, and news media articles,
chapters from the course textbook.
You are expected to retrieve these readings for each
class, since the material in the readings will make an
important part of exam content and will support lecture
materials. Additionally, I will have certain journal
articles available to download on the course D2L
system.

Course Webspace
In this course I will be using D2L. All assignments,
lectures, reading resources and major announcements
will be housed on this webspace. It is mandatory to use
this space for the course. If you have any trouble
connecting or navigating the site please let me know!
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Course Schedule

Tests:
Test 1: The test will cover assigned readings, lectures, audio-visual material, and class
discussions from Lecture Week/Modules 1 to 4.
Test 2: The test will cover assigned readings, lectures, audio-visual material, and class
discussions from Lecture Week /Modules 5 to 12.
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Case Study: Planning St. John's
In this assignment you will meet and consult with urban and
planning experts the City of St. John's. The goal of the assignment is
to identify, analyze, and present a key problem and its possible
solutions in cooperation with local actors. The assignment has three
central components:
1. Case Study Proposal (TEAM) - 5%
2. Case Study Presentation/Charrette (TEAM) - 15%
3. Case Study Report (INDIVIDUAL) - 20%
Case Study Presentation/Charrette: these are key planning
practices and involve presenting planning and design ideas to the
community. Each group will produce a presentation that details the
various aspects of the project (we will discuss the required content).
This is a group exercise and is worth 15% of your final mark. The
planning charrette event will take place at the end of the course at
and will be done in cooperation with our partners at the City of St
John's.
Charrette Format:
There are several possible formats to use: Plotter Posters;
Marking Rubric D2L
Case Study Report: Every group member will produce their own
independent report of the planning project at the end of term. The
planning report will have detailed breakdown of key project
elements. (i.e. executive summary; introduction/project background;
central planning issues/trends/challenges; Recommendations;
Summary/Next Steps. This is an independent exercise and is worth
20% of your final mark.
Report Format:
Max page limit of 5-6 pages single spaced;
Use APA citation style only;
Marking Rubric on D2L
To help you along we will also incorporate Case Study Studio
sessions to facilitate research practice, writing, group learning and
report presentations (see below).
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Case Study Studios
Throughout the term we will have Case Study Studio
meetings that replace lecture. There will be a total of
5 Case Study Studio meetings conducted during the
term.
NOTE: The course Case Study Studio are graded on a
sliding scale (out of 3pts): unacceptable/incomplete
(0pts), satisfactory (1pts), good (2pts), excellent (3pts).
You get one freebie (eligible for CityStudio 1-4).
N.B. you cannot makeup the final Case Study
Studio since this is a Team Presentation

your signature here:

Case Study Excercises
Throughout the term we will have in-class case study
exercises related to key content and readings. There
will be a total of 10 exercises conducted during the
term and you will need to complete 8 exercises to be
'eligible' for all of the possible marks.

NOTE: The course in-class exercises are graded on a
sliding scale (out of 5pts): unacceptable/incomplete
(0pts), satisfactory (1-3pts), good (4pts), excellent
(5pts).
You get two freebies so there are no ‘makeup’ inclass assignments

your signature here:
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Description of Letter Grades
A (80–100%) Student work is excellent in most respects: evidence of extensive
knowledge and understanding; evidence of substantial reading and study beyond
the course content; well organized, sharply focused and well balanced; contains
good insights and some originality; comprehensive grasp of course material, breadth
and depth of outside reading; consideration of almost all the salient points; very
good ability to analyze, synthesize and evaluate the relevant material.
B (65-79%) Student work is good: well argued: evidence of reading beyond assigned
class material, solid knowledge and understanding of relevant course material;
covers most of the relevant points in satisfactory depth; demonstrates attention to
the questions at hand; well- structured arguments; lacks the originality and insights
of a first-class assignment.
C (55-64%) Student work is adequate: shows some knowledge and understanding of
course content; little or no evidence of outside reading beyond assigned and
required sources; contains errors or omissions; focus wanders from the questions at
hand; weak use of examples and weak organization.
D (50-54%) Student work is weak: shows limited knowledge and understanding of
the topic; may contain errors and omissions; attempts to answer questions but
misses important points; poor use of examples and poor organization; may lack
focus, be poorly written, short or incomplete; shows very little evidence of
background reading; may seriously misinterpret or avoid the topics at hand.
F (<50 %) Student work is very poor: inadequate, possibly a very short assignment
wit little material of relevance to the topics covered and possibly also serious errors
and omissions.
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Course Policies
1. All assignments must be submitted on the due date: Submission dates are firm and non-negotiable. Late assignments will
not be accepted for grading and a grade of zero (0) will be assigned. Permission to submit an assignment after the due date
will only be granted on the basis of documented illness or bereavement, or some other circumstance, which the instructor
considers to be sufficiently extenuating to warrant a waiver of the submission deadline.
2. Make-up midterms are not offered for any reason: If you know of a legitimate reason why you cannot write the midterm
at the appointed time, please let me know as soon as possible before the exam. If you miss the exam due to illness or any
other unforeseen emergency, written documentation is necessary to excuse the absence. The associated marks (15%) will be
added to the value of the final examination.
3. Missing Tests: please review the policy for missed test at; www.mun.ca/regoff/calendar/sectionNo=REGS-0601#REGS0615.
4. Plagiarism is a serious academic offence: As per Memorial University’s Code of Academic Integrity, “all members of the
Memorial University of Newfoundland community, which includes students, faculty and staff, promise to treat others with
respect and fairness, to be responsible and honest, and to uphold the highest standards of academic integrity.” It is your
responsibility to familiarize yourself with the definitions and penalties of Academic Misconduct outlined in Section 6.11.4
of the University
Regulations.
5. Memorial University is committed to facilitating and promoting an accessible, inclusive, and mutually respectful
learning environment. Students requiring special accommodation are asked to communicate firstly with the Glenn Roy
Blundon Centre (www.mun.ca/blundon) at the earliest opportunity. University policies and procedures pertaining to
accommodations for students with disabilities can be found at www.mun.ca/policy/site/policy.php?id=239
6. Equity: this course draws on students from a variety of disciplines, ethnic, and cultural backgrounds. This diversity is
an asset. In order for this course to be a valuable experience for all participants there is an expectation that dialogue will
be collegial and respectful across disciplinary, cultural, and personal boundaries.
7. Technology in the classroom: all cell phones should be turned off before class begins. If the use of a computer facilitates
your learning, feel free to bring a laptop to class. I will not tolerate use of computers or cellphones during lectures for
personal purposes such as email, social media, watching videos, etc. Photography or audio/video recording during class
without my explicit permission is prohibited.
8. Email: in accordance with University policy I am only permitted to correspond with students on matters relating to the
course using your “@mun.ca” address. Make sure to monitor this email account regularly. I will generally respond to emails
within 48 hours, during regular work hours (weekdays, 9-5). Emails must include ‘GEOG 3350’ in the subject line and
must be written in professional language with complete sentences.
9. University Closures: if the university closes due to a storm or other circumstance, the mid-term exam, or
submission of assignments will be deferred until the next scheduled class period after the university re-opens.
10. Late dropping of courses: ‘From the beginning of the 8th week following the first day of lectures in any semester to
the last day to add courses in the following semester, a student who is prevented from completing the
requirements of a course by illness, bereavement or other acceptable cause, duly authenticated in writing, may drop a
course without academic prejudice’ (if both the instructor and the Head of the Department agree).
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